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PRESIDENT REPORT 
Dear Members, 

It is my duty to present the Annual Report for the Club for this financial year (2020/21). These past 12 
months have been a difficult time for all of us due to the COVID-19 Pandemic; however, where there is 
adversity there is always good. The Pandemic brought restrictions that closed the doors of businesses 
and restricted our activities and movements. The doors of the Club were closed for 2 months. Many 
previously booked weddings and functions were cancelled, golf was limited, and visitors could not 
travel.  There was a time in my mind where I thought that we were going to see a repeat of the 
devastation and loss that we experienced following the fires in 2019/20.  

Job Keeper, one of the Federal Government’s many financial assistance programs, was introduced and 
this enabled us to maintain and retain our staff during the lockdown period.  As restrictions began to 
ease, we experienced an influx of visitors to the Club and this brought much needed revenue to us and 
the local area and businesses.  Visitors have continued to arrive and patronise our Club and Course 
and this, together with the Job Keeper initiative has enabled us to achieve an extremely good end of 
year profit. 

There is a lot happening around the Course and Club at present with projects underway.  Although we 
planned to commence work on the irrigation last financial year, it is now well underway.  This project 
will finally see automated irrigation installed on the front nine holes of our course for the first time in 
our 91-year history.  This project has been financed through our banking institution; however, this 
would not have been possible had we not continued to pay down out current loan to a very 
manageable figure.  We also plan to upgrade the irrigation on the back nine holes sometime in the next 
couple of years, however, this project will not commence until the loan for the irrigation of the front 
nine holes has been paid down.  We have certainly not over-committed the Club financially with this 
project and will continue to regularly pay down the principal borrowings as we have done in the past. 

The other large project currently underway is the long overdue replacement of the Clubhouse roof.  
The roof replacement has been shelved for a number of years while we upgraded course machinery, 
paid down debt and undertook other more urgent projects, however, the time has now come where 
something had to be done. Patrons will now be able to enjoy our Club on a rainy day without getting 
wet!!!  I would also like to thank members Rod Shepherd, Tony Hunt and Wayne McMillan for the 
many years they spent on the Clubhouse roof repairing leaks. Guys, you are now redundant and I look 
forward to seeing your handicaps reduce.  Thank you for all you have done over the years. 

I would also like to thank our CEO, Dominic Connaughton, and his staff, our Course Superintendent, 
Scott Harris, and his staff, our Golf Professional, Colin Holmes, and his staff, our Catering Contractors, 
Paul and Marion Stokes, and their staff, our Board of Directors, our dedicated and hardworking army 
of volunteers and of course you, our members, for your continued patronage.  Our course is rated the 
18th best public access course in Australia and we still sit within the top 100 courses in Australia. We 
have a wonderful team here at Narooma Golf Club who keep the wheels turning and it is no wonder 
that we are rated as highly as we are.  

Thank you to one and all and see you on the course. 

Geoff Lanham 
President 
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TREASURER REPORT 
Dear Members, 

I am pleased to report a very strong profit result for the club. Whilst the bottom line did have some 
outside assistance, underlying operations were strong and substantially up on prior years. Income on 
course was almost double last year, bar sales were up despite the additional cost of COVID-19 
marshalling, member subscriptions were stronger despite our decision to put a moratorium on fees 
and poker machine revenue was also higher. No doubt there were other influences driving the result 
(i.e. the inability to travel overseas), however I am of the firm belief that the Board’s investment 
decisions over recent years both on course and in the Clubhouse are starting to pay dividends.  

We are now ranked 18th in the top 100 Public Access courses in Australia. Thank you to all those 
members who not only continued to play golf during the Pandemic but also most importantly 
patronised our club.  

I am sure I speak for all the Board when I say that one of our proudest achievements in recent years 
has been the repayment of debt. When I joined the board 7 years ago, our long-term debt was $1.6 
million, as at the end of the financial year it was $190k. This reduction in debt levels has been achieved 
whilst still balancing the investment needs of the club and course. It has also recently allowed us to 
make some major investment decisions. We will need to draw back on our finances with the forecast 
capital expenditure i.e. roof and irrigation, but this Board will never draw debt to those levels seen 
historically and will pay the debt off as fast as trading performance allows.  

Over the last 12 months we have continued to critically assess and prioritise the various capital 
expenditure requirements of the operations, the board balances, the needs of the club and course 
alike. Over the last 12 months the following capital investments have been undertaken: 

Club – Total Investment ($95,000) 
- Main bar refurbishment 
- Main bar and entrance carpet 
- Furniture in member’s lounge and main bar 
- Blackbutt timber lining around columns  

Course – Total Investment ($174,000) 
- Concrete path 15th hole 
- Rough-cut mower 
- 2 Storage shipping containers  
- Course utility vehicle 
- Course Superintendent vehicle 

It is a very exciting time for the club as we can finally ensure you don’t need an umbrella inside when it 
rains, and when it does rain, we capture the run off and deliver it around the front 9 holes with our 
new irrigation system. The new irrigation system being installed will dramatically improve the year 
round playability of the course and the presentation generally. Who knows, we might even see our 
ranking improve further which will continue to attract visitors to our course. Visitors are essential to 
our ongoing success.  

I would like to thank the members of the Finance & Audit Committee, Geoff Lanham, Clive Williamson 
and Dominic Connaughton for their support, recommendations and critical decision making 
throughout the year.   

Lastly, I would like to thank the dedicated volunteers of this club, whether they be working on the roof, 
painting, gardening, ball spotting during tournaments, on match committee or any number of other 
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tasks, you are integral to the ongoing success of this great golf club.   

Treasurer 
Phil Haynes 

GENERAL MANAGER REPORT 
I present to you the Annual Report and Financial Statements of the Narooma Golf Club for the year 
ending 30th April 2021. The club has recorded a profit of $738,595 for the 2020/21 financial year, an 
excellent result for the club considering the last 12 months, which included the back end of the 
bushfires and the beginning of the Covid-19 virus.    

I thought this time last year was a challenging one however, it was nothing compared to the Covid -19 
virus where the club was closed for a massive 10 weeks. As a managing group we can either view 2020 
as a year to forget or to rise to the challenges and advantages it presented, we focused on the latter 
which included our members, guests and community delivering on what could be achieved in the 
restricted environment forced upon us. Covid-19 caused massive disruptions to how our members and 
guests patronised the club: golf competitions, social golf groups, tournaments, weddings, functions, 
conferences capacity restrictions and social distancing have all been challenges that were met head on 
and resolved.  I thank all our members for their understanding and support of the club as we navigated 
through all these issues. The staff too have played a major role during this difficult time and I thank 
you all.      

On the business front, the following highlights were achieved during the financial year: 

• Revenues were $4,705,943 up $624,249 on previous year or 13.3%
• Club bank loan now down to $190,469
• Expenditure on buildings, course, club house plant & equipment $398,666
• R&M expenditure $355,308
• Depreciation $605,409
• Raffle expenses $48,443
• Donations to local groups, associations and in-kind room hire $26,000
• Promotional expenses for members throughout the year $88,555 (which includes

Foxtel, member’s loyalty points, bonus points, beverage discounts, TAB, Keno & Bingo
promotions).

During the forced Club closure in May and June, 2020 the club carried out a mini renovation which 
included new carpet in the main lounge area and front foyer, replaced the floor in the main bar and 
painted some internal walls of the club. The club also purchased the following main items during this 
period: 

• Toro fairway mower
• Toro sidewinder mower
• New Holland Boomer mower
• 2 x shipping containers for machinery storage
• Ground master 4000 mower
• Mitsubishi Triton GLX ute
• Toro workman MDX
• MiClub golf system
• Furniture in main/members lounge
• New fridges and coolers for both bars

The club has undertaken two large projects being stage one of the irrigation works and roof 
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replacement works which commenced at the end of our financial year. Stage one of the Irrigation is 
expected to be complete by end of September 2021 with the roof hopefully completed by the end of 
June, 2021.  

Competition and social golf performed amazingly during this period with social golf up 100% on the 
previous year. When you consider we had to cancel all our Seahorse tournaments both men & ladies, 
9 weddings, numerous conferences, functions and meetings the club has performed extremely well.    

I cannot complete my report without thanking our very loyal band of volunteers both male and female 
who unselfishly donate their time towards the success of this club. We would struggle financially to 
keep this club at a high standard without their assistance and I thank them all sincerely for their time 
and effort throughout the year.  

In closing, I would like to thank the Board for their support, commitment, comradery and 
professionalism, especially the club president, Geoff Lanham. Being Chairman of a board has its 
difficulties and Geoff excels at this task. Also special mention to Phil Haynes (Treasurer) and Andrew 
Thompson (Club Captain) for their valuable assistance and guidance in their respective roles.     
Special recognition to Dean Drysdale our new operations manager, Tracey our very capable 
administration officer, Scott Harris for maintaining the best course on the South Coast and the whole 
club team for their efforts and input, you have all performed exceptionally well in difficult 
circumstances. Many thanks to Colin Holmes our club pro and his team, Paul, Maz and all the catering 
team who continually produce and serve the best fresh meals on the South Coast. Tracey Vaughan 
resigned during the year after many years’ service to the club, we wish her well for the future.     

Finally, on behalf of the Board, Management and Staff I would like to take this opportunity to thank our 
loyal members for their continued support and for complying with all the Covid-19 regulations 
implemented throughout the year. Stay safe and we look forward to seeing you all again soon.     

Dominic Connaughton ACCM 
General Manager 

CLUB CAPTAIN REPORT 
Once again, "Hello" to fellow members of Narooma Golf Club. Our Golf Course is currently ranked #18 
in Public Access Courses in Australia with the result being more people than ever are seeking to play 
our course. COVID-19 has impacted in a somewhat positive nature in that members are playing more 
golf than ever.   

Firstly, I would like to thank the Match Committee for donating their free time to the running of golf.  
They are the engine room that not many see and I really appreciate their input for the club.  Another 
unsung hero is Julie Melville in the front office, especially at the times of major events.  Thanks to the 
lads in the Pro shop and especially to Colin and his expertise, ensuring the running of golf is as smooth 
as possible. Sometimes I may have the most minor thing that needs attention and I thank all the front 
office staff in helping me at those times.   

The last 12 months has been quite testing with the combination of cancelled events and various 
changes with golf.  The Narooma Open was cancelled in November but we were able to hold a 3 Person 
Ambrose event to open the season in February. This proved to be very popular so we will most likely 
do it again next year.  The introduction of MiScore in May is going well with over 50% of Members 
adopting the scoring by mobile phone.  It is very good receiving positive feedback from an unexpected 
source re the MiScore system.  Thanks again to Colin in being the driving source behind getting the 
system in place. 
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Thanks to all those that put up their hands to play Pennant Golf this year.  Our Men’s Division 1 Team 
made the semi-finals to go down to eventual winners Tura Beach. I'm hoping we can go one better next 
year.  The Division 2 and Senior Teams just got pipped into making the semi-finals so we look onto 
2022.  Congratulations to the Ladies Division 1 Pennant Team winning the Pennant for the first time 
since 1991.  Well done to all those associated with this feat. 

Congratulations to our 2020 Club champion Scott Ker and to Paul Davey and Peter Bashford our 
respective champions in B and C Grade.  Also well done to Darcy Sealy for his sharp drop in handicap 
and his being part of the winning South Coast team at the NSW Encourage Shield Junior 
Championships. 

We have just completed a very successful Seahorse Classic and a HUGE thankyou to all our volunteers 
that helped during the 3 days.  Visitors were very complimentary to how the event was run and that is 
directly attributed to our army of volunteers of which the Match Committee is part of.  Handicaps for A 
Grade ended at 4 so our event is attracting a very classy field. 

All members should read conditions of Play from page 10 to 13 in our handbook and on the website so 
that you are aware of your rights and ideas to make the game more pleasurable.  Slow play that is 
selfish play is always a problem that everyone can help in eradicating.  Slow play because of bad golf 
does not worry me as we are going to have our off days.  PLEASE READ. 

Our Course Superintendent, Scott and his team, continue to give us a fantastic Course to play golf and 
to show our guests why it is worth the journey to play Narooma, thanks fellas.  We hope to have some 
new tee ratings by end of year so all members can play in the same competition equitably.  The little 
improvements around the course are well noted.   Whilst the new irrigation system is being set up 
there will continue to be minor changes to the course.  Think about the big picture and your patience 
will be very much appreciated. 

Remember to bring your golf grievances to me and not the Pro Shop.  I understand that this is part of 
being a Club Captain. Your problems may not be solved to your satisfaction but they are not ignored.  

To those that I may have forgotten to thank or recognise I apologise.  Let’s continue to enjoy our golf 
and hopefully the dreaded Covid-19 will not prevent this.  Please take a moment to reflect on members 
that passed on this last year and are missed by friends. 

Andrew Thompson 
Club Captain 

WOMEN CAPTAIN REPORT 
I was honoured in October last year to be elected as Narooma Women’s Golf Captain.  It is a pleasure to 
lead the great bunch of women who make up the female golfing membership of this fabulous club. 

In February, we concluded our summer competitions and commenced our regular weekly season.  The 
2020/21 Summer Tragic in Division 1 was Jan Boxsell, with a three-way tie between Sylvia Donohoe, 
Jayne Hotchkis and Chris Fader for second place. Division 2 winner was Julie Melville with Marea 
Clarke as runner-up. The Summer Tragedy award again went to Chris Hendra; she is nothing if not 
tenacious.  

March saw several of our women travel to the High Country to play in the Far South Coast Annual 
Tournament at Cooma. Difficult weather conditions made scoring hard but I understand all had a good 
time.  Chris Fader was the only Narooma woman mentioned in presentations, winning Division 1 - 18 
holes nett on day one.  
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The 2021 Narooma Triple Course tournament was successfully completed at the end of May with 99 
women entering the event.  Major winners were Catherine Walker (Pambula/Merimbula), Robyn 
Hawkins (Moruya) and Nicole Harris (Narooma) on the pink, red and yellow courses respectively. 
Happily, the team events all went to Narooma teams. The Narooma Plate was won by the team of Bec 
Smart, Julie Melville and Lee Lewis and the Triple Course Team event by Jenny Wuttke-Hayes, Tanya 
Desmond and Lee Lewis. This tournament continues to gain momentum, despite last year’s 
cancellation, and we look forward to growing and improving it into the future. To help facilitate this 
we have surveyed all participants and will use this data when planning next year’s event. 

The district pennant season has been running for the past few months with Narooma entering teams 
in both the First and Open divisions.  Our Open team came up against some stiff opposition and 
unfortunately did not make the final, however our division 1 team finished the regular season on top 
of the table.  By the time you read this the final will have been played and I hope you will have had a 
chance to congratulate our players on being victorious.  It is with a lot of pride that I say Narooma 
pennant players always try their hardest and always display great sportsmanship and friendliness.  

Other significant events to take place so far this year have included the 4BBB Match play, won by Tina 
Wilson and Kay Lawrence, and the Foursomes Championship, won by Sylvia Donohoe and Kay 
Lawrence in division 1, with Jayne Hotchkis and Jenny Wuttke-Hayes runners-up and Chris Fader and 
myself the nett winners.  Division 2 champions were Julie Whyte and Jenny Walker, runners-up 
Margaret Brown and Tina Wilson and Pam Shepherd and Marion Brooks nett winners.  
Congratulations to all.  

The MiClub golf management system was introduced during May, which our women took up with 
enthusiasm. It was a bit of a baptism of fire with several quite complex events programmed 
immediately following the installation of the new system, but we seem to have come through 
unscathed.  As we become more proficient in using the system we intend to train all willing members 
of our committee in finalising and general administration of competitions. 

Unexpected personal circumstances recently have caused me to be away from golf and Narooma for 
large parts of this year.  I am indebted to Jayne Hotchkis, my vice-captain and handicap manager, for 
stepping in and running things as smoothly as she has.  Jayne took complete responsibility for the 
Triple Course Tournament and we could not have had a better organised event. I am also extremely 
grateful for the efforts of our fabulous committee: Jan Boxsell (President), Jenny Walker (Vice Captain 
and Social Convenor), Tina Wilson (Secretary) Julie Whyte (Treasurer), Robyn Giblett (Tournament 
Secretary), Lynne McDonald (Assistant Handicapper), Chris Hendra (Publicity) and Margaret Brown 
(Veteran’s Rep).  Special mention also to Dierdre Landells who kindly looks after all our welfare. 

The golf course continues to impress and can only get better with the expansion of the irrigation 
system.  Many thanks to Scott Harris and his team for the amazing work they do on the course. It is a 
joy to host visitors when we have such glorious conditions to play on. 
The BUGZ group of gardeners continue doing great work keeping all our gardens in great condition.   

Many thanks also to Colin Holmes and his staff.  The help of Colin, Hal, Stewart and Rob, who all bend 
over backwards to support our daily competitions and our annual tournaments is much appreciated.  

Dominic and the admin staff, together with Dean and all the bar and bistro teams, always make coming 
to the club most enjoyable.  Many thanks to you all.  

Jan Shevlin 
Women Captain 



Blackbutt Timber Lining around Columns & Carpet in Entrance & Main Bar 

Main Bar Refurbishment 



Concrete Path at 15th Hole 

Clubhouse Roof Replacement 
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NAROOMA GOLF CLUB PROUDLY DONATED CASH AND IN-KIND SERVICES TO OUR 
COMMUNITY OF OVER $26,000 2020/21 

ANZAC Day Committee 

Cancer Council Australia 

Chamber of Commerce 

Dalmeny-Kianga Rural Fire Service 

Eurobodalla Shire Council Liquor Accord 

Children’s Medical Research Institute - Jeans 4 Genes Day 

Narooma High School 

Narooma Legacy 

Narooma Lions AFL Club 

Narooma Marine Rescue 

Narooma Primary School 

Narooma Rotary Club 

Narooma RSL Sub-Branch 

Narooma Football Club 

Narooma Surf Club 

Narooma Wine Club 

Narooma Rural Fire Service 

Narooma View Club 

Probus Club 

Prostate Cancer Awareness 

Surf Life Saving NSW 



Hogan’s Hole - Photo by Ricky Robinson 
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